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Fabio Novembre Chooses HI-MACS® for the Design of 

Heinz Beck’s New Restaurant in CityLife  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new generation material with a mineral look: HI-MACS®, in the Volcanics finish, was 

used for the spectacular counter at “Attimi,” the new casual dining restaurant from 

Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck in Milan’s CityLife district. 

“We do not remember days, we remember moments”, wrote legendary Italian author Cesare 

Pavese. Architect Fabio Novembre used these words as the basis for his new restaurant, 

“Attimi by Heinz Beck,”. Attimi, which means “moments” in Italian, is designed for bistro 

dining at any moment of the day, from breakfast to dinner. Located in CityLife, a redeveloped 

district in the heart of new Milan, Attimi offers authentic and unique gourmet experiences 

conceived by Heinz Beck, a German-born chef and recipient of three Michelin stars, and has 

already become a benchmark for food and wine in the Lombard capital. The premises were 

created thanks to a collaboration between Beck & Maltese Consulting and Chef Express 

(Cremonini Group). 
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The casual dining restaurant – a forest of chairs, sofas, stools, and seats with various table 

configurations – is arranged around columns that separate the space into different areas: 

Cocktail, Dining, Aperitive, and Bistro. The furnishings come in a wide range of neutral 

colours, predominantly greys, with some splashes of brighter colours. The centre of attention 

is unquestionably the large, eye-catching counter. Although it appears to be mineral 

agglomerate, in reality it was created using HI-MACS® solid surface in the Frosty finish, part 

of the Volcanics collection. Made from minerals, natural pigment and acrylic, unlike stone  

HI-MACS® can be thermoformed into any shape, cut in the same way as wood, and worked 

so as to eliminate any visible seams and possible imperfections or damage that may occur 

over time. Moreover, HI-MACS® is completely non-porous, making it easy to clean and 

resistant to dirt and shocks; in short, perfect for direct contact with food and people. The 

irregular texture of the Volcanics colours – part of a catalogue of around 100 finishes in total 

– mimics the texture of mineral agglomerates and stone chippings, giving the surface a 

natural appearance. 

The main counter looks as if it were excavated from the wall, with three levels folded on top 

of one another, crowned by another level projecting out over the whole that features a three-

dimensional version of the restaurant’s backlit logo, in a stunning play between volume and 

perspective. It’s an impressive solution in an urban style that recalls the design of Piazza Tre 

Torri, the square that is the architectural and shopping focal point of “New Milan.” 
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In presenting his latest work, architect Novembre affirmed: “I think the not-accidental 

etymological coincidence between ‘present’ as a time and ‘present’ as a gift is a starting 

point for any design research. Here we see moments not as fleeting minutes of life, but 

intense experiences that we need to know how to grab onto and that remain stamped on our 

minds.”  

 

Using this line of thinking, Fabio Novembre, has created a meeting place with an 

unmistakable style, perfect for enjoying both a series of moments of culinary pleasure as 

well as very short moments, “just long enough for a coffee.” It’s a space open to everyone, 

so is very democratic, but at the same time refined and sophisticated. A place for a moment 

to be sociable, a moment to relax, a moment of pleasure, and even a moment for design, 

thanks to HI-MACS®. 

PROJECT DETAILS: 

Name: Attimi by Heinz Beck– www.attimi-heinzbeck.it  

Design: Studio Novembre di Fabio Novembre – www.novembre.it  

Production: Blue Red Group -  www.blueredgroup.it   

Location: Milano CityLife – Shopping district, Piazza Tre Torri, Milan 

Material: HI-MACS® Frosty, Volcanics Collection www.himacs.eu  

Photo credits: © Andrea Martiradonna 
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HI-MACS® by LG Hausys 

www.himacs.eu 

HI-MACS® is a solid surface material that can be moulded into any shape. It is widely used for architectural and 

interior applications, such as sculptural and high performance wall-cladding or kitchen, bathroom and furniture 

surfaces, in commercial, residential and public space projects. It is composed of minerals, acrylic and natural 

pigments that come together to provide a smooth, non-porous and visually seamless surface which meets the 

highest standards for quality, aesthetics, fabrication, functionality and hygiene – offering manifold advantages 

over conventional materials. 

HI-MACS® provides limitless possibilities for surfacing solutions and inspires creative minds from all over the 

world. Zaha Hadid, Jean Nouvel, Rafael Moneo, Karim Rashid, Marcel Wanders and David Chipperfield, among 

others, have completed fabulous projects using HI-MACS®.  

At the forefront of innovation as always, LG Hausys recently introduced two new products. First HI-MACS 

Structura®, a 3D textured panel material that takes solid surface opportunities to a new level. And now HI-

MACS® Ultra-Thermoforming, an innovative formula that pushes the boundaries of solid surface shaping to a 

whole new level, with 30% more thermoplastic capabilities - the biggest innovation for the Solid Surface history 

since its inception in 1967. 

LG Hausys’ HI-MACS® uses a simple heating process to give three-dimensional thermoplastic forming 

capabilities, allows visually seamless designs, offers a virtually limitless range of colours and – for some shades - 

exhibits a special translucency when exposed to light. Although HI-MACS® is almost as robust as stone, it can 

be worked in a similar way as wood: it can be sawn, routed, drilled or sanded. 

HI-MACS® is manufactured using a new generation technology, the thermal cure. The temperature reached 

during the manufacturing process sets HI-MACS® apart from other solid surfaces and creates a denser, even 

more homogeneous, sturdy, durable surface – with a better resistance and superior thermoforming performance. 

HI-MACS
®
 does not absorb humidity, is highly resistant to stains, and is easy to clean, maintain and repair. 

Countless internationally recognized certificates attest to the quality of HI-MACS® in terms of ecological 

commitment, hygiene and fire resistance – being the first Solid Surface in the market to receive the official 

European Technical Approval (ETA) for façades – for Alpine White S728 colour. 

HI-MACS
®
 offers the longest warranty on the solid surface market with a 15-year warranty for products fabricated 

by a Quality Club Member. 

 

HI-MACS®. Because Quality Wins. 
 
For more information and to stay connected, visit our website and our newsroom. 
 

Let’s connect! 

   

* HI-MACS® is designed and produced by LG HAUSYS, a world leader in the technology sector belonging to LG 

Group, and distributed by LG HAUSYS EUROPE based in Frankfurt (Germany). 
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