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LOCATION: TERMEN, SWITZERLAND

BUILDING OWNERS: WERNER AND MADELEINE BERCHTOLD
ARCHITECTURAL FIRM: MATTHIAS WERLEN ARCHITEKTUR AG www.tiso.ch
INTERIOR DESIGN: ZEITER+ BERCHTOLD AG www.zeiter-berchtold.ch
PHOTOGRAPHY: THOMAS ANDENMATTEN

MATERIAL: HI-MACS® www.himacs.eu

HI-MACS® SUPPLIER: klausler acrylstein ag, Switzerland
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The HI-MACS® kitchen is the heart of the home

A MINERGIE house with the highest certification in Switzerland's Rhonetal valley

In the beginning there was the HI-MACS® kitchen, and from it a truly outstanding
family home was created. On the sunny plateau of Brigerberg in Termen, with grand
vistas over the valley and the Pennine Alps, stands the home of the Berchtold family,
whose building plans began with the kitchen. The simple box-shaped wooden
structure sits on a visible concrete base and juts out from the slope. The custom-
made wooden home is opened up on three sides thanks to extensive glass walls on
the first floor. The level wooden ceiling is perched only on sophisticated supports,
enveloped by frameless overlap glazing. The need for exact dimensioning, especially
where the wooden structure and the concrete base join, presented a great design
challenge. Thanks to the open design of the home, Berchtold family life takes place
both in and with its natural outdoor surroundings. "The design is a modern
interpretation of the region's traditional building styles. In olden days, stone bases
protected wooden barns from snow and water,” explains architect Matthias Werlen
from Brig. "With the Berchtold home, the concrete basement also separates the main
house from its environment. In contrast, the open glass walls reconnect the home
with its natural surroundings.” Like its architecture, the home combines tradition and
modernity in its building materials, such as locally grown wood with high-tech

HI-MACS® Media contact for Europe:
Mariana Fredes — LG Hausys Europe - Ph. +41 (0) 22 879 54 83 Mobile +41 (0) 79 693 46 99 — mfredes@himacs.eu
High resolution photos available at www.himacs.eu



mailto:mfredes@himacs.eu

HI-MACS

Natural Acrylic Ston€

@ LG Hausys

materials like HI-MACS® natural acrylic stone. With MINERGIE house certification
in three categories, the building meets the highest energy standard in Switzerland.

Matthias Werlen and building owner Werner Berchtold worked closely together
from the very beginning. The concept, exterior design, floor plans and the internal
layout were placed in the hands of the architect, while Berchtold himself took on the
entire interior design of the building.

When Matthias Werlen started planning the family home, the kitchen model already
existed. Prominently situated for all to see, it stood on the premises of

Zeiter + Berchtold AG, Werner Berchtold's own company. Its main feature is a
kitchen island with white HI-MACS® panels and backlit glass cut-outs,
complemented by simple, cream-coloured furniture chosen by Madeleine Berchtold.
As a master joiner, Werner Berchtold had clear ideas of what he wanted in a home:
wood, glass, simple room layouts and an open view over the Rhonetal valley. In the
interior design, HI-MACS® solid surface material was a must for the kitchen island
and both of the home's bathrooms. "We knew from the beginning that we wanted to
use HI-MACS®. The material is ideal for the kitchen and bathroom because of its
resistant, non-porous surface and thanks to its thermoplastic properties, it offers
versatile design options, from simple, rectangular shapes to generous, organically
rounded lines," says Werner Berchtold, who has worked with the solid surface
material for years in his own company and is well acquainted with its properties and
even its processing.
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Cooking with a mountain view

Due to the building's position on a slope, the home's entrance is at basement level,
where the garage, utility room, cellar, the foyer with coat rack and the office are
located. The living area of the home starts on the first floor. Here, the kitchen not
only constitutes the focal point of the room, but also stands at the exact centre of the
entire building. Its open-plan design and free pathways around and through it allow
the cook a breathtaking panoramic view of the mountains. The light oak floor
complements the cream-coloured kitchen furniture, its grainy texture a vivid contrast
to the clear, smooth white of the HI-MACS® island.
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The adjacent bathroom also uses HI-MACS®. The HI-MACS® Babylon Beige walls
blend seamlessly into the shower floor. The glass divider to the room is inserted into
the wall in order to avoid joints that would need to be sealed and cared for. The
shower is similar designed in the bathroom on the second floor where the bedrooms
are located. Both the shower and the oscillated, oval-shaped bathtub are made from
acrylic stone.
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"HI-MACS® is warm, smooth and pleasant to the touch," explains Werner Berchtold.
"This is, of course, an important consideration for the bathtub, but also should not be
overlooked in the kitchen." Berchtold also highly rates the hygienic properties of HI-
MACS® thanks to its non-porous surface. "The material is terrifically easy to clean
and care for, and it lasts for decades," Berchtold says. "Not so with tiled bathrooms
that have joints or painted areas.” The Berchtold home therefore has as few silicone
joints as it has tiles.

The detached family home was designed and constructed in line with the criteria set
out in the MINERGIE standard. Today it is certified in three categories, making it the
highest specification in Switzerland: "MINERGIE P" for the building's improved heat
insulation, a thicker outer shell and comfortable ventilation, "MINERGIE A" for its
power supply via solar panels on the gabled roof and for household appliances with
the best energy class ratings, and "eco" for the use of natural colours, locally grown
wood and low formaldehyde values.

In meeting this standard, HI-MACS® acrylic stone also had to fulfill several
requirements. Berchtold obtained a certificate from HI-MACS® manufacturer LG
Hausys on the sustainability and low formaldehyde content of the material, also
stating that no formaldehyde is released into the environment after the material's
installation. The test for the MINERGIE eco certification confirms it: HI-MACS®
acrylic stone has served its purpose well.

*More images available upon request. Mandatory photo credits ©Thomas Andenmatten
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HI-MACS® by LG Hausys

www.himacs.eu

HI-MACS® is a solid surface material that can be moulded into any shape. It is widely used for architectural and
interior applications, such as sculptural and high performance wall-cladding or kitchen, bathroom and furniture
surfaces, in commercial, residential and public space projects. It is composed of acrylic, natural minerals and
pigments that come together to provide a smooth, non-porous and visually seamless surface which meets the
highest standards for aesthetics, fabrication, functionality and hygiene — offering manifold advantages over
conventional materials.

HI-MACS® provides limitless possibilities for surfacing solutions and inspires creative minds from all over the
world. Zaha Hadid, Jean Nouvel, Rafael Moneo, Karim Rashid and David Chipperfield, among others, have
completed fabulous projects using HI-MACS®, from kitchens to bathrooms, including decorative items, in hotels

as well as in museums, shopping centres and on external facades.

LG Hausys’ HI-MACS® uses a simple heating process to give three-dimensional thermoplastic forming
capabilities, allows visually seamless designs, offers a virtually limitless range of colours and — for some shades -
exhibits a special translucency when exposed to light. Although HI-MACS® is almost as robust as stone, it can
be worked in a similar way as wood: it can be sawn, routed, drilled or sanded.

HI-MACS® is manufactured using a new generation technology, the thermal cure. The temperature reached
during the manufacturing process sets HI-MACS® apart from other solid surfaces and creates a denser, even
more homogeneous, sturdy, durable surface — with a better resistance and superior thermoforming performance.

As regards hygiene, HI-MACS® does not absorb humidity, is highly resistant to stains, and is easy to clean,

maintain and repair.

Countless internationally recognized certificates attest to the quality of HI-MACS® in terms of ecological
commitment, hygiene and fire resistance — being the first Solid Surface in the market to receive the official
European Technical Approval (ETA) for fagcades — for Alpine White S728 colour.

HI-MACS® offers the longest warranty on the solid surface market with a 15-year warranty for products fabricated
by a Quality Club Member.

HI-MACS® The New Generation

Inspired by Architecture

For more information and to stay connected, visit our website and our newsroom.

Let’s connect!

* HI-MACS® is designed and produced by LG HAUSYS, a world leader in the technology sector belonging to LG
Group, and distributed by LG HAUSYS EUROPE based in Geneva (Switzerland).
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